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3rd Annual Congress on the State of Black Business in Metro Atlanta 
 

AGENDA 

 

8:00 Delegate Registration  
 

9:00 Convene Congress & Speaker of the House   Thomas W. Dortch, Jr.,  
        ABL Past Board Chair 

President & Chairman  
TWD, Inc.  
 

9:05 Welcome       Dr. Robert Franklin 
        President 
        Morehouse College 
 

9:10 Greetings      Dr. Walter Earl Fluker 
        Executive Director 

Leadership Center Morehouse College  
 

9:15 Update & Previous Years Activities   Yvonne Bryant Johnson 
        President & CEO 
        Bryant & Associates, LLC 
 

9:30 Recognition Major Black Organizations as 5%’ers  William “Bill” Clement 
        President & CEO 
        Atlanta Life Financial Group 
 

9:50 Day’s Objectives      Joseph Hudson  
        ABL Vice Chair  
        Public Policy Committee  
 

• What does this effort mean to me my business and my community?  

• How does it affect the State of the Black Economy? What are the Economics? 

• Understanding the Trickle down benefit to the larger community! (The 5% Solution) 

• Understanding the market potential! 

• What do we need to happen today?  
 

10:00  Plenary  Panel         
Panelists Richard Oden, Chair, Rockdale County Board of Commission 
  Eldrin Bell, Chair, Clayton County Board of Commission 
  Al Smith, District 5, Coweta County Board of Commission 
  William Clement, President & CEO, Atlanta Life Financial Group 
 

Moderator  Tommy Dortch 
 

 

 
 

 



11:00 Breakout Hearing Panels      
 
HEARING ROOM  [ A ] 
 

Black Business  expectations of Local Elected Officials  
 

 Panelists  Willie A. Watkins, President, Willie A. Watkins Funeral Home, Inc.  
   Cynthia Jones Parks, President, Jones Worley Design, Inc. 
   Michael Martin, President, Turner Associates Architects and Planners, Inc. 
 

 Moderator  Kirk Patterson, Associate, Hudson Strategic Group, Inc. 
 

HEARING ROOM  [ B ] 
 

Local Elected Officials needs of and for Black Businesses  
  

 Panelists  Michael Russell, Board Member, Grady Memorial Hospital Corporation 
   Clara Axam, Board Member, MARTA  
   Brenda Muhammad, District 1, City of Atlanta Board of Education 
 

 Moderator  Janet Hill, Associate, Hudson Strategic Group, Inc. 
 

HEARING ROOM  [ C ] 
 

Black Business Leading the Green Revolution for Local Communities  
 

 Panelists The Honorable Ceasar Mitchell, District 1-At-Large, Atlanta City Council 
   Lynnette Young, CEO, Damespointe, Inc. 
   Dr. Charles “Champ” Bailey, Chairman, The Green Economy Diversity Initiative  
  

 Moderator  Cheryl Cooper, Owner, CLC Consulting Group, LLC 
 

12:45 Luncheon Keynote        Mayor Willie Burns   
        Chair, Georgia 

         Association of Black Mayors  
 

1:30 Hearing Panel Reports & Resolutions     C. David Moody 
         President & CEO  
         C.D. Moody Construction Company, Inc.  
    

2:00 Breakout Hearing           
 
HEARING ROOM  [ A ] 
 

Black Business as an Economic Asset Insuring the Continued Growth and Development of this                                   
Important Economic Engine 
 Panelists Dr. Ed Davis, Dean, School of Business Administration, Clark Atlanta University 
   Dr. Gregory Price, Charles E. Merrill Professor, Morehouse College  
   Joseph Hudson, President, Hudson Strategic Group, Inc. 
 

 Moderator  Kurt Patterson, Associate, Hudson Strategic Group, Inc. 
 

HEARING ROOM  [ B ] 
 

Offsetting the Legal Challenges that the Black Business Programs within the Local Governments                                 
have been beset with 
 Panelists Rodney Strong, CEO, Griffin & Strong, P.C. 
   Joe Jackson, CEO, Greater Atlanta Economic Alliance  
   David Anderson, President, Blackanomics 
 

 Moderator  Janet Hill, Associate, Hudson Strategic Group, Inc. 
 

HEARING ROOM  [ C ]  
   
The Overall Importance of Black Businesses to the Economic Fabric of the Metro Area  
 Panelists Leonardo McCarty, President, DeKalb Chamber  
   Karen Duckett, IIDA, Associate AIA/ President, Duckett Design Group, Inc. 
   Kathleen Bertrand, Vice President Community Affairs, Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau 
 

 Moderator  Cheryl Cooper, Owner, CLC Consulting Group, LLC 
 

 

3:30  Hearing Panel Reports & Resolutions     C. David Moody       
          

4:00   Wrap-up and Charge  
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